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Fairland United Reformed Church 
Wymondham 

 

 
Primary Minister Revd Alison Davis 
     The Manse 
     28 Norwich Road 
     Wymondham     NR18 0NS 
     Tel (01953) 609971   
 
 
Church Secretary Mrs Jennifer Shakesby 
     ‘The Pedlars’ 
     38 Bentley Road 
     Tacolneston      NR16 1DL  
     Tel (01953) 788983 
 
Treasurer   Mr John Butcher 
     176 The Avenues 
     Norwich      NR4 7DR 
     Tel (01603) 457861 
 
Asst Treasurer  Mrs Jill Brown 
     78 Norwich Road 
     Wymondham      NR18 0SZ 
     Tel (01953) 603979 
 
Bookings for   Mrs Jill Brown 
Fairland Hall and 
Fairland Church Centre 
 
Services are held every Sunday at 10.30 am 
The Service includes Holy Communion on either the first or 
the second Sunday of the month 
 
Fairland Searchers Youth Club meets at the Fairland Hall 
every Monday at 6.30 pm 
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To the Seven Churches 

 

Dear friends, 
 

I am sitting in the study with a pile of boxes in one corner and 

a blank sheet of paper in front of me. My hope is that          

inspiration will strike and I will produce profound words as a 

parting gift to the Churches in the Norwich Area; my    

equivalent of a Pauline letter.  You may have to settle for less 

exalted words! 
 

It is significant that I write this to the seven United Reformed 

Churches that form the Norwich Area for no one would have 

written that five years ago.  We have come a long way in a 

short time.  I thank you all for the part I have been able to 

play in the life of these congregations.  It has been a rare 

privilege to minister here over these past years and to be a 

part of such a supportive and forward looking team.   
 

I am also increasingly convinced that now is the right time for 

change as I am the last of the pre team stipendiary ministry.  

Although still under strength, with the addition of Matt Stone 

in the summer you will at least be back to where you were. 
 

I look forward to hearing of the new things that are happening 

in the United Reformed Churches in the Norwich Area and to 

coming back for the opening of the new Church and       

Community Centre in Wroxham. 
 

I ask for you prayers for Rosemary and myself as we settle 

into a new situation and pray that God will richly bless the 

work done in His name in the seven churches. 

 

Kenneth 
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Ivan Lovewell and Olive Blowers 
 
        We are sad that during this past month two faithful members of 
our fellowship have died. 
 
Ivan died on Wednesday March 3rd.at the age of 82. He and his 
wife Melva started attending our Church when they moved to     
Wymondham in1996. We soon came to value Ivan's artistic gifts, 
his sense of humour and fund of jokes. There was always a stall of 
Ivan's woodwork and paintings at every fund raising activity and I 
should think that most of us have some item around the house 
made by him. We were pleased that he was able to bring some 
items for our Talent weekend last year and was able to sit by them 
and chat with us during the day. Most important of all was that 
Ivan's faith underpinned all that he did and this was still very       
evident even after he lost Melva and was mainly confined to a 
wheelchair at home.. Those of us who visited him during this time 
found his humour and interest in the world around him as strong as 
ever, and the jokes still coming! Ivan's caring and loving family is to 
be commended that, as the Parkinsons progressed, he was able to 
stay in his own home to the last with the support of "live in" carers. 
The church was packed for his funeral with many from the farming 
community and friends from his Methodist days reminding us of his 
life as a farmer in the Shotesham area. We thank God that we were 
privileged to know Ivan and for all that he contributed to the life of 
our church fellowship. 
 
 
 
Olive died on Saturday March 20th.at the age of 94. She rarely 
missed a Sunday at worship and supported all our functions and 
events with great loyalty. Thank you to Anne Alston who so kindly 
transported Olive over recent years. During the last 10 years Olive 
has had many physical problems to overcome but she has been a 
shining example to us all by not being overwhelmed by them or  
giving in to them. Apart from her family the love of Olive's life has 
been Guiding.  She contributed to our service at the Talent      
weekend by showing us her camp blanket which is a record in 
badges of all she had done in Guiding through the years. What a 
wonderful influence she has been on so many young lives.      
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Wymondham Heritage Museum 
 

During the winter months, volunteers have been busy at the 

Bridewell preparing new exhibits for the 2010 season.  These          

include: 

• The story of Norfolk’s Home Guard and the ‘secret army’ 1940-

44 - a unique collection of records, photos and personal      

memories. 

• Memories of Wymondham Girl Guides and the origins of    

Guiding .  This celebrates the centenary of the Guide movement 

with photos and memorabilia. 

• The story of the Great Fire in Wymondham in 1615 and of the 

Market Cross is retold with new display panels with many           

illustrations. 

• Many photos of Victorian and Edwardian Wymondham. 
 

Disabled access has now been improved at the Museum and it is 

hoped that people with wheelchairs will visit this year.  Disabled  

visitors may bring one companion free.  The Museum is open from 

March to October, Mondays to Saturdays 10am to 4pm. It is also 

open on the first Sunday of the month and on Bank Holiday Sundays 

from 2pm to 4pm 
 

Visit www.wymondhamheritagemuseum.co.uk 
 

Horace Wilkinson 

Whatever event one attended connected with guiding Olive was 
usually the centre of attention. We will miss Olive's presence on 
Sundays but more than that we will miss her friendship and       
concern for others. We will miss sharing her positive outlook on life 
and her desire to be involved in activities whenever she could. We 
will miss seeing her faith being lived out.  We thank God that she 
has been among us and thank Him for all she has meant to us. 
 
Jennifer Shakesby 
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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Flower Rota 

April / May 

 

4 April   Sheila Eaglen  (Easter Sunday) 

11 April  Madeleine Morgan 

18 April  (in memory of) Olive Blowers 

25 April  Sheila Eaglen 

 

2 May   Edith Childerhouse 

   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Gifts of flowers from the Communion Table have been 

given to Jennifer Shakesby, Revd Alison Davis, Olive 

Blowers, Lisa and James Alston and family and Jill 

Buckenham. 

 

* * * * * * * 

A lovely Mothers’ Day service was enjoyed by all and 

thanks are due to Elizabeth, Celia, Jill and Netta for 

making daffodil posies, which were given to all ladies 

present.  Thank you Megan and Georgia for handing 

them out. 

March lunches 
First Friday lunch 

Thirty-one people attended and thanks go to those whose turn it was 

to prepare and serve this month.  A profit of £56.45 was made. 

Community lunch 

Thank you to Sheila and her team for a delicious lunch.  Tickets 

(after expenses) - £106.80; Raffle - £36; Bring and Buy - £24.60, 

making a total profit of £167.40. 
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Christian Aid continues to respond to the devastating earth-

quake in Haiti and money raised from the emergency appeal is 

helping our partners deliver aid to vulnerable communities. 

It has now been two months since the earthquake struck. 

Our Haitian partners and colleagues in the international ACT          

Alliance continue to address the immediate needs of those affected 

while beginning their efforts towards long-term rebuilding and      

rehabilitation 

Christian Aid partners in Haiti and the Dominican Republic and its 

partners are helping almost 150,000 people in nine communities. 

They are providing medical assistance, cash, food, daily meals, basic 

shelter, hygiene supplies, blankets and medical supplies to the       

survivors of the quake. 

The earthquake has posed an exceptional challenges to aid agencies, 

but the main concern now preparing for the arrival of the rainy     

season. Without proper shelter and adequate sanitation, there is every 

possibility that disease will break out in overcrowded settlements 
 

A prayer for Haiti 

Loving God of creation,  

at this time of devastation  

we hold before you the people of Haiti.  

When the damage is unimaginable,  

and the suffering seems overwhelming,  

remind us that every person affected  

is loved, honoured and precious in your sight.  

We remember all those who have been hurt;  

all who have lost their homes, livelihoods and loved ones.  

Work through us to bring healing  

to broken and distorted lives,  

peace to those who have been thrown into despair,  

light to those in darkness,  

and hope to those who fear.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus  

in whom all life and grace is found.  

Amen 

from website www.christianaid.org.uk  

Haiti earthquake appeal 
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Items for inclusion in May newsletter  (to be available on  25 April) 

should be given to Ann Scott  by 18 April please. 

Social Evening 

29th April at 7pm in Church Centre 
 

 

By popular request, Shirley, John, Trevor and Alison are once again 

arranging one of their very enjoyable social get-togethers, with 

games, quizzes, food - and lots of laughter!  Everyone is invited to 

attend.  Watch out for further details in the weekly notices. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

Helpful Advice? 
 
At the Church Meeting there was a suggestion that we might        
consider, thinking back over our lives, helpful advice we have been 
given. I want to share with you the only one I remember. 
We lived at 337 Earlham Road in a house with a very long garden. 
To help my dad, who was busy digging, I offered to go down the 
road with a wheelbarrow to fetch some manure. There was a field 
there leased by a farm dealer who had lots of animals and a large 
heap of manure. I was busy shovelling it into the barrow when he 
came across with his pearl of wisdom: "You know how to shovel 
manure? Bigger shovelfulls and quicker!" As you might imagine I've 
never forgotten it! 
 

David Shakesby 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

Can you help? 
 

City Church are looking for volunteers to help with ‘Lifted’ - a new 

group for mothers and young babies, which has started meeting in 

our Church Centre on a Tuesday morning.  Help is needed setting up 

beforehand and also with refreshments.  If you would like to know 

more, please speak to Alison. 
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Easter 2010 
 

1 April (7pm)  Maundy Thursday service (Church     

     Centre) 

2 April (10am)  Good Friday Procession of Witness -   

     starting at Catholic Church and finishing  

     at Baptist Church 

4 April  (6.30am) Easter Day Sunrise service on Fairland 

  (9am)  Easter Breakfast (Church Lounge) 

  (10.30am) Easter Morning service (Church Centre) 
 

If you would like to come to the Easter Breakfast, please give your 

name to Jennifer or Ann. 

Ecumenical Rally 
 

An invitation has been received for anyone who is interested to attend 

an Ecumenical Rally in the Methodist Church on Tuesday 27th April 

at 2.30pm.  The speaker will be Revd Mary Cousins.  I will be going 

and if anyone else would like to join me, please let me know by 6th 

April. 
 

Jill Buckenham 

* * * * * * * 

 

A thought about Lent 
 

Nobody warns, “So many shopping days to Easter!” 

No costly gifts, no monetary loss. 

Easter seems too easy. 

It is - if you forget the cross. 
 
 

from ‘Let the Earth Rejoice: Scripture, Prayers, and Poems for the More  

Abundant Life’ by Joseph T. Nolan 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

We have received three donations towards the cost of producing this 

newsletter.  Your support is very much appreciated.  Thank you. 
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Communion Collection 

The charity chosen to receive the collections in March and April is 

‘Star Throwers’ - a charity which moved into its new premises in 

Melton Road, Wymondham in August 2009. 

The Star-Throwers was set up by Dr. Henry Mannings to provide 

help to cancer sufferers who felt they have nowhere else to go or     

required advice on further management. The treatment of cancer in 

this country is divided into conventional therapies and palliative care 

with patients transferring from the former system to the latter should 

treatment be unsuccessful. However, many patients are not ready to 

accept that nothing further can be done to help them and seek out  

further help. The purpose of the Star-Throwers is to guide and      

support those who wish to look at all aspects of cancer treatment     

either before or after treatment with conventional therapy and also 

give advice on the prevention of cancer in those at high risk. 

 

The above information was taken from their website www.starthrowers.org.uk 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Preaching Plan 
April/May 

 

4 April  (Easter Day)   Revd Alison Davis 
11 April      Mrs Patricia Lithgow 
18 April      Mr Ron Wade 
25 April      Revd Derek Gill 
 
2 May (inc Communion)  Revd Alison Davis 
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Local Painter and 

Decorator 
Interior and Exterior 

 

also Building Maintenance 

 

Free Estimates and Advice 

 

Call Peter Jones 

 
01953 603605 

07765497354 

 

 

Gardener 

available 

in Wymondham 

Basic maintenance -  

mowing, weeding, 

pruning etc 

reasonable hourly rate 

 

Contact Mr Westlake 

01953 423243 

 

Janie Vee 
Driving School 

 
 

Learn to Drive 
or 

just improve your skills 
 

£22 per hr 
or £40 for 2 hr lessons 

 
Special rates may apply 

 
Call Jane Vaknin 

07941613304 
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Dates for your Diaries 
Details of these events can be found within the newsletter 

 

April 
1 April (7pm)  Maundy Thursday Service (Church Centre) 

2 April (10am)  Good Friday Walk of Witness 

3 April (4-6pm)  Farewell Tea for Rev Kenneth Lynch (Ipswich 

     Road URC) 

4 April (6.30am)  Sunrise Service (on Fairland) 

4 April (9am)  Easter Day Breakfast (Church Lounge) 

5 April (7.30pm)  Meditation Group (Town Green Centre) 

7 April (10am)  Midweek Service (Church Lounge) 

8 April (7pm)  Elders’ Meeting (Church Lounge) 

9 April (10-2)  Pabulum Café (Church Centre) 

12 April (2.30pm) Singing Group (Church Centre) 

16 April (12.30pm) Community Lunch (Fairland Hall) 

23 April (10-2)  Pabulum Café (Church Centre) 

26 April (7.30pm) Fairtrade AGM (Church Centre) 

29 April (7pm)  Social Evening (Church Centre) 
 

May 
1 May    Induction of Revd Kenneth Lynch - Petworth 

3 May (7.30pm)  Meditation Group (Town Green Centre) 

5 May (10am)  Midweek Service (Church Lounge) 

6 May (7pm)   Elders’ Meeting (Church Lounge) 

7 May (12-1.30pm) First Friday Lunch (Fairland Hall) 

13 May (7am)  Ascension Day Service (Market Cross) 

13 May (7pm)  Fairland URC AGM (Church Lounge) 

14 May (9am)  Market Stall 

14 May (10-2)  Pabulum Café (Church Centre) 

15 May (9.30-2.30) Away Day - at Home! (Church Centre) 

Sponsored and printed by R J Bartram & Son, Funeral       
Directors 
42 Fairland Street, Wymondham, Norfolk, NR18 0JS 


