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Fairland United Reformed Church 
Wymondham 

 
 
Primary Minister Revd Alison Davis 
     The Manse 
     28 Norwich Road 
     Wymondham     NR18 0NS 
     Tel (01953) 609971   
 
 
Church Secretary Mrs Jennifer Shakesby 
     ‘The Pedlars’ 
     38 Bentley Road 
     Tacolneston      NR16 1DL  
     Tel (01953) 788983 
 
Treasurer   Mr John Butcher 
     176 The Avenues 
     Norwich      NR4 7DR 
     Tel (01603) 457861 
 
Asst Treasurer  Mrs Jill Brown 
     78 Norwich Road 
     Wymondham      NR18 0SZ 
     Tel (01953) 603979 
 
Bookings for   Mrs Jill Brown 
Fairland Hall and 
Fairland Church Centre 
 
Services are held every Sunday at 10.30 am 
The Service includes Holy Communion on the first Sunday of 
the month 
 
Fairland Searchers Youth Club meets at the Fairland Hall 
every Monday at 6.30 pm 
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 Friends 
 

At our recent AGM it was suggested that the report I made to that 
meeting be reproduced for the newsletter, so here it is. I am very 
grateful for the suggestion, so here is my report. 
 

An interesting and challenging year not only in Wymondham but 
across the NAURC, but all in all it’s very positive with relationships 
developing and a greater sharing of information and resources across 
the 7 congregations. 
 

Locally we have seen the induction of a new minister in the Baptist 
church and a service in the week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
 

When we agreed to issue a call to Matt Stone at the 7 congregation 
church meeting in February it was a momentous occasion, the 1st time 
that had happened but hopefully not the last. It was also a morale 
booster for us all, knowing as we did that Kenneth was moving at 
Easter. We look forward to welcoming Matt in the summer. 
 

It seems incredible that it is nearly a year since Revd Chris Warner 
died, and our shared grief may well have bound us closer together 
and we have continued to work together; collaborate and dare I say it 
grow and develop as congregations and individuals.  We think of 
Kath and their sons at this time and as they move into a new house, 
still in Norwich. 
 

I’d like to record my thanks to Jennifer as secretary, for all that she 
does and the efficient way that church matters are dealt with. Her 
work and the work of all the elders makes my life easier. 
 

I am also grateful for the support you all give me, and the gracious 
understanding you show when other commitments across the 
churches locally and nationally take me away from Wymondham. 
 

Jennifer’s report talks of much that we have achieved and some of 
what the future may hold, Saturday may reveal more of that for us, or 
at least spark ideas and thoughts, and whatever happens in the     
coming year we travel with God into God’s future seeking to be his 
servants in love and grace. 
 

Alison 
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Annual Church Meeting – May 13th 2010 

Secretary’s Report 
 

As I look back over this last year I feel it has been a steady time of 
consolidation. We have settled in with a number of initiatives that 
are progressing well and are now part of our ongoing Church life. 
We are comfortable with being part of the NAURC and appreciate 
sharing in joint activities when appropriate. Our attendance at     
Sunday worship stays the same, about 28 on average, and our        
financial state remains stable. Nevertheless it would give a wrong  
assessment of our church life if this gives the impression that we 
have been static. There have been many activities taking place that 
we have shared together. 
 
We have continued to enjoy various types of worship style through-
out the year. Not all of these appeal to everyone but they do help us 
to consider why we come to worship and what we really appreciate 
ourselves. The united services with City church have raised these   
issues but it is good that we can put our doubts aside and share in 
some fellowship with them.  Thank you to Ruth for the faithful     
service she provides in arranging our plan (now with some help from 
the NAURC ) and contacting our worship leaders  before each      
service. This makes such a contribution to the smooth running of our 
worship on a Sunday. We also appreciate the input from the Team 
Ministry Group in providing worship leaders for us. It has been good 
that the Worship Group continues to play its part in leading worship.  
 
Our membership stands at 39. We have been saddened to lose two of 
our friends by death, Ivan Lovewell and Olive Blowers. We will 
miss them a lot as they contributed so much to our church life. They 
both  participated in our Talents weekend and we will specially      
remember them for that. This was a truly happy occasion when we 
shared together our various talents and interests on the Saturday and 
learnt so much about each other. The weekend came to a climax on 
the Sunday as we praised God for all He had given us to share and 
we also held up in prayer all the charities our fellowship members 
are involved in. 
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The activities that I referred to in the first paragraph have included 
the ongoing provision of lunches twice a month that are still well 
supported by many from the local community as well as from our 
church, the Pabulum Café fortnightly - much appreciated by those 
who attend, the Mid Week service once a month and our help at the 
Leg Club once a month. At this point I would like to thank all those 
who have been involved in catering for our meals. They do a      
wonderful job providing delicious food that is always enjoyed by 
those who attend. Other activities have been an Open day at      
Elizabeth’s, two visits for a meal out after morning worship at Glen 
Lodge, an outing to Hunstanton and recently a very happy social 
evening. We were pleased to be part of the Bible Safari in August 
when the seven NAURC travelled to each other’s churches reading a 
portion of St Mark’s gospel at each one. We had a very interesting 
display of many different Bibles at Fairland that created a great deal 
of interest. We have held our Market stalls, the Autumn Sale and 
Santa’s Grotto. We also participated in the Macmillan coffee     
morning. Some of us were able to share in Advent groups and Lent 
groups. It was good that these were led by different members of the 
TMG and also that some came from the Norwich churches to share 
with us. We have taken our part in local inter-church events: WWDP, 
Lent lunches (sharing ours with City church), Walk of Witness on 
Good Friday and a Sunrise service on Easter day beside our Cross 
outside. One new venture has been the establishment of a Singing 
Group. This is going very well and thanks to Shirley Adams - with 
John’s back up - for leading this . 
 
It is evident that we are financially stable and John’s report will   
outline our situation in more detail. However we have spent some 
money on buying much needed tables for the Hall and some extra 
chairs with arms for the church. Also we have had to have a      
Quinquennial Survey of our buildings and this will definitely     
highlight the need for  expenditure on repairs and maintenance. It is 
so encouraging that our weekly offerings continue to rise but we may 
also need to do a bit more fund raising in the coming year. Thank 
you John for all the time you put in to keeping our finances in order. 
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Thanks must be given to Jill Brown who plays such a key role in 
dealing with our lettings. We are very indebted to her for the          
efficient way in which this is done. Without these lettings we would 
find it difficult to remain viable. This has become even more onerous 
as we now have more lettings of the Church Centre. However this 
also presents us with outreach to our local community and Jill is    
often, with Kenny, making that most important contact on our       
behalf. Thank you Jill. 
 
I believe that when new people come to our church for the first time 
they often feel an atmosphere of welcome and friendliness. This can 
only be because as a fellowship we feel this way about each other 
and are motivated by our faith and love of our Lord. Every person in 
our church community matters and I am so grateful that so many 
contribute to make this happen. When Kenny was taken ill in        
October we found out very suddenly and quickly what a great      
contribution he and Sheila make to keep our buildings open and     
attractive to all users. We were struggling to keep everything going 
and made a few mistakes in the process. We are so pleased he is   
better again and so grateful to both of them for the way they look   
after our premises. Thank you to both of you. We all appreciate the 
lovely flowers that greet us each week. Thank you to Netta Darkins 
for her beautiful flower arrangements in church and outside the 
church in the pots. Flowers contribute so much to our worship and 
give a lot of pleasure to people who receive them afterwards. Also 
thank you to Anne Alston for the welcoming display in the vestibule 
and on the window ledge at the other entrance. We enjoy seeing 
these and they always give us an uplift as we enter the church. Thank 
you to Ann Scott who edits our Newsletter so ably. It is a much more 
demanding job than would appear to those who are not used to    
producing publications. It always looks so good and well produced 
and is an important aspect of our outreach. Thank you Ann for your 
labours. 
 
I must say thank you to the Elders. We are blessed by having a group 
of faithful elders who take their responsibilities seriously. They can 
be relied on to fulfil their duties with no fuss. They rarely miss a 
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meeting and they have led the church on by thoughtful discussion 
and prayerful proposals for the ongoing work of Fairland. Above all 
I must thank Alison our Primary minister. Although she has so many 
demands on her time, she has always given of herself to us. We have 
enjoyed her company when she has been able to join us for social 
events but most of all we value the way she has led worship, groups 
and meetings with graciousness and efficiency and obvious love of 
our Lord. We look forward to our Away Day on Saturday when      
together with Alison we will be able to discern which paths God will 
be leading us along into the future. 
 
 
Jennifer Shakesby  

 

Coffee Morning 
 

At 5 Ketts Close, Wymondham 
 

Tuesday, 29th June  (from 10am) 
 

Bring and Buy                               Competitions 
 

(pre-ordered) Light lunches available 
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Flower Rota 

June / July 
 

6 June   Ann Sprules 
13 June   Daphne Prior 
20 June   Madeleine Morgan 
27 June   Sheila Eaglen 
 

4 July   Carole Shildrake 
   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

* Please note that there is a date available on 1st August * 
 

Gifts of flowers from the Communion Table have been given 
to the following friends: 
 

Mary Gray (birthday); Sheila Eaglen (birthday); Bill       
Buckenham (birthday); Carolyn Wigney (birthday); Jenny 
Jones (new elder) and Patricia Lithgow (new elder).  

Thank you for the lovely flowers Sheila gave me the day after her 
party. 

They were very much appreciated and gave me a lot of pleasure since 
it was the day after my birthday.   

Many thanks 

Mary 

 

Please pass on my thanks for the lovely flowers I was given recently.  
They were very much appreciated. 
 

Alison Kerton 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
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Thank you very much for the lovely flowers from the communion  
table and good wishes on my election as a Fairland elder. 
 

I look forward to taking up my duties. 
 

Best wishes,  Jennifer Jones   
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Thanks very much for the flowers given to me for my 40th birthday.  
It was a lovely surprise. 
 

Carolyn Wigney (Jill and Bill Buckenham’s daughter) 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Sheila Eaglen recently celebrated a special birthday and would like to 
thank everyone for all the cards, good wishes and flowers.  Sheila 
had requested that she did not want to receive presents but that, if 
people wished to give something,  they could give money instead, 
which would be shared between Fairland Church and helping towards 
the funding of her granddaughter Courtney Jarvis’s forthcoming 
Guiding trip to Botswana. 
 

A total of £270 was given and Sheila and Kenny were very pleased to 
be able to hand over £135 to our Treasurer for church funds. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Donations 
 

Two anonymous donations have been received towards the cost of 
producing our newsletter.  We are always very grateful to receive 
such donations.  Thank you. 

Sponsored Slim 
 

Madeleine would like to thank everyone who sponsored her and is 
pleased to report that she has raised approximately £420 for EACH 
(East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices). 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Social Evening 

 

 
What a lot of fun and laughter we all had at 

our recent Social Evening, when we enjoyed taking part 
in games and quizzes and mixing with each other.! 
   
One of the games involved turning out our handbags to find various 
items eg combs and money and there was a challenge to find out who 
had the heaviest bag!  While we were having the refreshments, we 
had to find twenty-three items in a bird seed container and we then 
had a mini election, in which the winner was Delia Smith               
representing the Food Party.  We also had a quiz about our church 
and had to move around to find the answers within the church    
building.  Prizes were awarded for every competition 
 

As can be seen by the photographs, for one competition we were 
given lots of different materials and had to decorate a hat.  Can you 
guess from the photographs which one was the winner? 
 

During the evening, Alison was going around the tables with a      
skittles game, so we were kept busy all the time and it was a        
wonderful social occasion. 
 

It was good to be joined by our friends from Fairland Court, one of 
whom won a prize.  We see them at our Community Lunches and are 
always pleased to welcome them to our events. 
 

Thanks to Trevor and Alison, John and Shirley for all the hard work 
they put into organising this evening.  As always, we look forward to 
the next one! 
 
Jill Buckenham 
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The Spring edition of TWAM News contains a report of a trip made 
last year by Executive Director Martin Humphries and Trustee Chris 
Tanton to Uganda to visit projects supported by TWAM and their    
diary shows what becomes of the tools donated to Tools With A    
Mission. 
‘Monday:  In the morning we first visited KIFAD (Kiyita Family   
Alliance for Development).  KIFAD was established in 2001 in the 
light of the growing incidence of HIV/AIDS.  Courses include       
tailoring, knitting, music, dance and drama, HIV/AIDS, sexual 
health, enterprise development, business studies, book keeping and 
life skills.  TWAM has provided sewing machines, which were in use 
at the time of our visit, to facilitate the tailoring courses. 
Following this we went to meet a young lady, Florence Ssekikubo, 
who lived nearby and had recently completed the tailoring and     
knitting course.  She had limited access to a sewing machine, and 
needed a machine of her own.  Later in the week we were able to 
visit her again and present her with a manual table-top sewing       
machine and two boxes of fabric. 
Our final visit on Monday morning was to an orphanage, where a 
large number of orphans are cared for and educated.  TWAM has 
been able to support them by providing three water tanks, plus     
sewing machines, typewriters and carpentry tools. 
After lunch we travelled about twenty miles north of Kampala, in the 
TWAM 4WD truck, to visit a project, DISIP in Namayumba 
(Development Initiatives and Self Improvement Programme).  
TWAM has donated tools, sewing machines and computers. 
We returned to the Namirembe Guest House in Kampala where we 
stayed for five of our six nights spent in Uganda. 
 
…. to be continued 
 
(If anyone would like to know more about TWAM, please see 
Spencer Prior, who is the local coordinator) 
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Items for inclusion in July/August newsletter  (to be available on   
27 June) should be given to Ann Scott  by 20 June please. 

…. to make you smile 
 

News from Churches around the country  (Part 2) 
 
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind – they 
may be seen in the basement on Friday morning. 
 
The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would 
lend him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday. 
 
The Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet on Thursday at 7 p.m. 
Please use the back door. 
 
The school drama group will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in 
the Church Hall on Friday at 7.30 pm. The congregation is invited to 
attend this tragedy. 
 
The price of next weekend's Fasting and Prayer conference at Whitby 
includes all meals. 
 
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale next Saturday. It's a chance to 
get rid of all the things not worth keeping in the house. Bring your 
husbands. 
 
Trevor Brown 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Market Stall 
 

Thanks to those who set up the stall, served the customers and 
cleared away and to all who donated items for sale.  Special thanks to 
Elizabeth, the main organiser. Over £148 was raised for church funds. 
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Communion Collections 

 

The Communion Collection for June will be in aid of  
Shelter - the housing and homelessness charity.   

In July and August the chosen charity is the Multiple   
Sclerosis Society 

The following letter of thanks has been received from Star Throwers -   
our chosen charity for communion collections in March and April. 
 

 

 

 

Dear Mrs Brown and Friends of Fairland Church, 
 

I can’t thank you enough for the £85 cheque. 
 

The Star Throwers are extremely grateful for your kindness and 
promise to spend the money solely for the well being of all those who 
cross our path. 
 

I am sure that in years to come you will be able to look back in pride 
that you helped the Star Throwers establish a charity that will         
undoubtedly help many cancer sufferers and their families. 
 

Kind regards 
 

Dr Henry Mannings 
 
‘After a heavy storm, a boy walked along the beach throwing the washed up 
starfish back into the sea.  The old man who was watching him shouted ‘there 
are too many of them it won’t make any difference’.  As the boy threw another 
starfish back into the sea, he smiled and said, ‘well, it made a difference to that 
one.’ 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Wymondham Pabulum Café AGM 

 
The first Annual General Meeting of Wymondham Pabulum Café 
will be held in Fairland Church Centre on Thursday 10th June at 
7pm.  The guest speaker will be Jackie Tierney, Support Services 
Manager, The Alzheimers Society (Norwich, Great Yarmouth and 
Norfolk).  The formal business, including questions from the floor, 
will be followed at 7.30pm by a talk on Dementia Services in       
Norfolk, with time allowed for open discussion. 
 

Refreshments will be served at 8.15pm. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The Gift of Friendship 
 

Friendship is a priceless gift 
That cannot be bought or sold, 
But its value is far greater 
Than a mountain made of gold -  
For gold is cold and lifeless, 
It can neither see nor hear, 
And in the time of trouble 
It is powerless to cheer -  
It has no ears to listen, 
No heart to understand, 
It cannot bring you comfort 
Or reach out a helping hand -  
So when you ask God for a gift, 
Be thankful if He sends 
Not diamonds, pearls or riches, 
But the love of real true friends. 
 
Helen Steiner Rice                                  (submitted by Edie Childerhouse) 
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Local Painter and 

Decorator 
Interior and Exterior 

 
also Building Maintenance 

 
Free Estimates and Advice 

 
Call Peter Jones 

 
01953 603605 
07765497354 

 
 

Gardener 

available 

in Wymondham 

Basic maintenance -  

mowing, weeding, 

pruning etc 

reasonable hourly rate 

 

Contact Mr Westlake 

01953 423243 

 

Janie Vee 
 

Driving School 
 

Learn to Drive 
or 

just improve your skills 
 

£22 per hr 
or £40 for 2 hr lessons 

 
Special rates may apply 

 
Call Jane Vaknin 

07941613304 
www.janielveedrivingschool. 

co.uk 

L 
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Dates for your Diaries 
Details of these events can be found within the newsletter 

 
June 
2 June (10am)  Midweek Service (Church Lounge) 
3 June (7pm)   Elders’ Meeting (Church Lounge) 
4 June (12-1.30pm) First Friday Lunch (Fairland Hall) 
7 June (2.30pm)  Singing Group (Church Centre) 
7 June (7.30pm)  Meditation Group (Town Green Centre) 
10 June (7pm)  First AGM of Wymondham Pabulum Café  
     (Church Centre) 
11 June (10-2)  Pabulum Café (Church Centre) 
18 June (12.30pm) Community Lunch (Fairland Hall) 
21 June (2.30pm)  Singing Group (Church Centre) 
25 June (10-2)  Pabulum Café (Church Centre) 
29 June (10am)  Coffee Morning at home of Elizabeth          
     Portsmouth 
 

Advance Notice 
 

July 
11 July    Picnic at Mattishall URC 

Sponsored and printed by R J Bartram & Son, Funeral       
Directors 
42 Fairland Street, Wymondham, Norfolk, NR18 0JS 

Preaching Plan 
June / July 

 

6 June (inc Communion)  Revd Alison Davis 
13 June     Mrs Wendy Gilbert 
20 June     Mr Keir Hounsome 
27 June     Revd Alison Davis 
 
4 July (inc Communion)  Revd Eilleen Ritchie 


