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are held every Sunday at 10.30 am
The Service includes on the first Sunday of
the month

Youth Club meets at the Fairland Hall
every Monday at 6.30 pm
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Away Day - at Home !

Saturday 15th May - 9.30am to 2.00pm
Fairland Church Centre

PR X N N N v X

7 Our last ‘Away Day’ was held in Ditchingham in May 2008, at
i which we talked about what we, as a church, had achieved since
¢ the refurbishment of our buildings and what our future plans

i were. This year’s ‘Away Day’ offers a chance for us all to meet
¥r in a relaxed atmosphere to think together and share our

. common hopes for the future of our church. We have chosen to
7r hold this Away Day ‘at Home’, to enable more people to come
i along and share their ideas.

vr A buffet lunch will be provided by outside caterers at a cost of
i £5. Please sign the list at the back of the church if you are

¥¢ going to attend.
yAe

" If you would like to know more details, please talk to one of the
¢ elders.
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April Community Lunch

Once more a very happy occasion, with thanks to Elizabeth and her
team for cooking. Tickets (after expenses) - £94.60; Bring and Buy -
£34; Raftle - £44; Total £172.60.



Communion Collections h H:

The Communion Collections for May and
June will be 1n aid of Shelter - the housing and homelessness charity.

Shelter 1s a charity that works to alleviate the distress caused by
homelessness and bad housing. It does this by giving advice,
information and advocacy to people in housing need, and by
campaigning for lasting political change to end the housing crisis for
good.

Shelter has more than 200 specialist housing advisers and all of their
services are free, professional and independent.
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The following is an extract

from a letter received from G u id e D og S ;‘:%:‘z

‘Guide Dogs’ - the charity

which received our collections in March and April:

Dear Mrs Brown

I just wanted to say a sincere ‘thank you’ for your recent gift of
£55.00. Your donation to help Guide Dogs has been gratefully
received.

Thanks to you, we can continue to provide independence and
mobility solutions to blind and partially-sighted people. As Guide
Dogs does not receive any government funding, it is only through the
kind generosity of supporters like you that we are able to continue
our work.

Yours sincerely

Katie Pow
Supporter Care Manager



Operation Christmas Child

I am already collecting small items for next year’s
boxes. My daughter makes up sewing kits for the

older girls and bags with hair accessories, necklaces,

bracelets etc. If you find anything suitable when spring cleaning,
please pass them on to any member of the church and they will get to
me. We are also in need of wool, please, for the knitters who make
hats, mitts and Sindy doll clothes.

The poem below came with the latest newsletter and sums up what
this charity is all about:

‘There are children who have nothing, which comes at such a price.
No family, no home, no love, no one to dry their eyes.

Such children stretch across our world, their troubled lives are grey.
Then, nothing turns to something. Love is travelling on its way.

It's all wrapped up in a shoebox, and soon turns lives around

And as the children lift the lid, they wonder what they’ll find!

Maybe a hat or ball or game; pencils, paper, toys

And many other treats besides, to bring them a little joy.

A smile begins to fill each face, it goes from ear to ear

So precious is their box of Love, for them it is so dear.

These children stretch across our world, with happier lives ahead.
From Operation Christmas Child, it really must be said

It comes with such encouragement, to create a better life.

For children in a weary world of never ending strife.

Our prayers, our hopes, our opened eyes, now can have their say
When Love wrapped in a shoebox is travelling on its way.’

by Lizzie Sayers of Guildford
Thank you
Shirley Adams
01603 810323

Our yearly Operation Christmas Child coffee morning will be on
Thursday 2nd September from 10 - 12 at Marion Roberts Court, Mill
Road, Hethersett. The money raised enables me to put chocolate and
sweets in the boxes I have already filled and buy some more fillers
which are sometimes needed. A warm welcome to all.
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Gifts of flowers from the Communion Table have been
* given to the following friends:

" Flower Rota .
i May / June o
‘ \
. 2May Edith Childerhouse |
9 May Sheila Eaglen |
" 16 May Mary Gray °}
f’ 23 May Sue Skegg }
* 30 May Ruth Dunning -
‘ \
° g‘o
. 6 June Ann Sprules )
‘ \
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|
. Alan Alston, Alison Kerton, Daphne and Spencer Prior,
. Tony and Mary Richardson, Ruth Dunning, Joan Wade,
~ Joy Gibson and Angela Butcher.

|

Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers Netta gave me before
Easter. As we had just celebrated our wedding anniversary they were
particularly appropriate and gave us much pleasure.

Many thanks

Daphne

We have been invited by the Catholic Church to attend their
Ecumenical Rally on 25th May at 7pm. Refreshments will be
provided. If you would like to go along, please see Jill Buckenham.
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Hill House
Crownthorpe

Wymondham
Dear ‘All at Fairland Church’,

We would like to say a very big thank you to all those who put in so
much hard work 1n order to make the funeral of our late father, Ivan
Lovewell, such a special occasion. So many people afterwards told
us that it was a really lovely service - thank you to Reverend David
Shakesby for making it such a comforting yet uplifting experience.

The refreshments afterwards were superb - thank you again for the
hard work of everyone involved - it was all so much appreciated.

We would also like to thank all those people who visited dad every
week since we lost mum in 2007. He so much enjoyed and looked
forward to your visits - nothing could interfere with a Wednesday
afternoon!

He will be greatly missed but has left a legacy of wonderful
memories. We will also be comforted by the memories of all the
wonderful love, care and concern that you gave dad.

We enclose a donation towards church funds, which we hope you will
accept.

Yours sincerely,

Susan Keylock and Gina Mclnnes
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Thank you for the flowers which Anne brought home with her
following the service on Sunday.

I have enjoyed these, and thank you also for your thoughts and
prayers.

Alan Alston



MORE USEFUL KNOWLEDGE

It's so much easier to learn things by heart when one is young than in
later life, and 1t seems that the younger you are, the more likely you
are to remember what you have memorized.

A very useful piece of knowledge for anyone interested in studying
the Bible 1s the order in which the books of the Old Testament are
arranged. I suppose I must have learnt this long ago in Sunday
School. Genesis, Exodus, etc etc, right through to Zechariah and
Malachi, went to a sort of monotonous chant. I reckon it has saved
me a great deal of time over the years. Unfortunately, this method
doesn't work so well for the New Testament. I get a bit lost after
Thessalonians.

Patricia Lithgow
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Recycling Plastic

I would like to remind those of you who recycle soft plastic covers in
the container at the back of church that not all plastic is acceptable.
The firm can only recycle clean soft postal covers with no sticky tape
on them , toilet roll covers, soft supermarket bags etc. They cannot
recycle cellophane which is the crinkly clear plastic. I find I am
having to sort through all that we collect in order to remove this. It is
usually cellophane which is used for the covers for cards and flowers.
Please keep up the good work as it all helps the environment. Thank
you.

Jennifer

Items for inclusion in June newsletter (to be available on 30 May)
should be given to Ann Scott by 23 May please.
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.... to make you smile

News from Churches around the country

Miss Charlene Mason sang 'l will not pass this way again', giving
obvious pleasure to the congregation.

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24™ in the
church. So ends a friendship which began in their school days.

At evening service on Tuesday, the sermon topic will be 'What is
Hell?' come early and listen to our choir practice.

Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased
person you want remembered.

Potluck supper on Sunday before evensong — prayer and medication
to follow.

Trevor Brown
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Greater than you know

It’s never as bad as you think it is when you feel your strength has
gone - It’s never as hopeless as it seems - for something drives you
on - in spite of what you say that you have reached your tether’s
end ...somehow you manage that second mile and find you can
extend - the limit of the possible beyond the mark you set. You’re
stronger than you imagined and you are not beaten yet.

Such is the mystery of faith. It’s inexhaustible. It carries you over
the mountain tops by ways incredible ... You say you are finished.
You fall - but up you get and on you go - believing that the power
within is greater than you know.

Patience Strong (submitted by Madeleine)



“Life is not a bowl of cherries - but it might be a jar of
sand, stones and golf balls”

A professor stood before his philosophy class and had some items in
front of him. When the class began, he wordlessly picked up a very
large and empty jar and proceeded to fill it with golf balls. He then
asked the students if the jar was full. They agreed it was. The
professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the
jar. He shook the jar and the pebbles rolled into the open areas
between the golf balls. He again asked the students if the jar was full
and they agreed it was. He next picked up a box of sand and poured
it into the jar filling up all the gaps. When asked, the students agreed
that the jar was definitely full. With that the professor produced two
cups of coffee and poured them into the jar where they soaked down
through the sand. The students laughed.

“Now”, said the professor, “I want you to recognize that this jar
represents your life. The golf balls are the important things - your
family, your health, your friends - and if everything else was lost and
only they remained, your life would still be full. The pebbles are the
other things that matter like your job, your house and your car. The
sand is everything else - the small stuff.”

“If you put the sand into the jar first, there is no room for the pebbles
or the golf balls. The same goes for life. If you spend all your time
and energy on the small stuff, you will never have room for the things
that are important to you. Play with your children, take your spouse
out to dinner, take time to get medical check-ups. There will always
be time to clean the house and mend the washing machine. Set your
priorities - take care of the golf balls first, the rest is just sand.”

One of the students raised her hand and enquired what the coffee
represented. The professor smiled and said, “that is to show you that
no matter how full your life may seem, there is always room for a
couple of cups of coffee with a friend.”

from Club 52 magazine
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Local Painter and

Decorator
Interior and Exterior

Handyman Service

For alil your DIY tasks
around the house,
assembling flat packs
and gardening

also Building Maintenance

Free Estimates and Advice ' o ® 1
Hire me by the hour,
Call Peter Jones or day, or week
- reasonable rates,
01953 603605 estimates given.
07765497354 PHONE:
0788 1694188
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Gardener N | N
available . : & .

in Wymondham . (& .
Basic maintenance - A L ¢ o
mowing, weeding, o o
pruning etc o & && o
reasonable hourly rate . L. .
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Contact Mr Westlake ¢ 00Ol ) ) | e
01953 423243 . 1 .

o: 0\ 0\ 0\ 0\ 0\ 0\ °\ o\ 0\ °\ o\ 0\ °\ o\ 6\ o:




21

2 May (inc Communion) Revd Alison Davis

9 May Mr Robert Ogden
16 May Revd Peter Paine
23 May Revd Alison Davis
30 May Revd Basil Bridge
6 June (inc Communion) Revd Alison Davis

Dates for your Diaries
Details of these events can be found within the newsletter

May

3 May (7.30pm) Meditation Group (Town Green Centre)
5 May (10am) Midweek Service (Church Lounge)

6 May (7pm) Elders’ Meeting (Church Lounge)

7 May (12-1.30pm) First Friday Lunch (Fairland Hall)
10 May (2.30pm) Singing Group (Church Centre)

13 May (7am) Ascension Day Service (Market Cross)

13 May (7pm) Fairland URC AGM (Church Lounge)

14 May (9am) Market Stall

14 May (10-2) Pabulum Café¢ (Church Centre)

15 May (9.30-2.30) Away Day - at Home! (Church Centre)

15 May Concert - Local Talents (Methodist Church)
16 May Reflective Service (Methodist Church)

17 May (2.30pm) Singing Group (Church Centre)

19 May Churches Together AGM (Catholic Church)
21 May (12.30pm) Community Lunch (Fairland Hall)

28 May (10-2) Pabulum Café¢ (Church Centre)

Sponsored and printed by R J Bartram & Son, Funeral
Directors
42 Fairland Street, Wymondham, Norfolk, NR18 0JS
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