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Fairland United Reformed Church
Wymondham
Primary Minister

Rev John Potter
01603 504332
revjohn4naurc@gmail.com

Church Secretary

Mrs Jennifer Shakesby
01953 788983
secretary@fairlandurc.org .uk

Treasurer

Mr John Butcher
01603 457861
jwbutcher@talktalk.net

Asst Treasurer

Mrs Jill Brown
01953 603979
jillbrown78@yahoo.co.uk

Bookings for
Mrs Jill Brown
Fairland Hall and
Fairland Church Centre
Services are held every Sunday at 10.30 am
On the first Sunday of the month, the Service includes Holy Communion
_______________________________________
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The following letter is written by Rev John Potter:
Dear friends
I expect that most of you are aware that I have been up to Newcastle
quite a lot recently helping Daniel to settle into University and to get
through some health issues caused by some random accidents.
It has been very demanding, but my most recent trip (in the middle of
November) produced an unexpected opportunity to visit an event that
has been out of reach so far.
I went to Durham to see the “Lumiere” light festival that was
celebrating its 10th year. Other cities around the country have such
displays, and in February Norwich will have its own “Love light” festival
over the weekend of 13-15 February.
The Durham event was certainly incredibly popular with vast numbers
of people queuing up to see the illuminated art works – I even had to
stand in line for about 45 minutes to get into the Cathedral – how often
does anyone have to queue to get into church?! Anyway, it gave me
plenty of time to watch the changes
in the designs projected onto the
outside.
Once inside there were more
beautiful things to see, but the
display in the Chapter House was
quite remarkable. At the door all the
visitors, and there were hundreds of
us crammed in, were given a prayer
card. Along each side were long
trays of tea lights where people
could light a candle – so many of
them that they warmed up the entire
space. At the far end, in large white
letters illuminated by blue spotlights
was the word “HOPE”. That is
where people came to place their
prayer cards, many having just
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stood to reflect or sit in silence before coming forward. It was the most
incredibly moving experience, one person behind me said; “Isn’t it
peaceful”.
It seems that, given the right opportunity, so many people still cherish
the chance to pause, reflect, and even pray. And what a message to
think about on a cold, wet winter night – HOPE. It is, of course, at the
very heart of Christmas, and the world really needs hope at the
moment in such unsettled, worrying times. May we, in our own ways
and as church share the message of hope that our world will be
transformed to be at peace where justice for all will thrive and this will
be because of the coming of the light of the world – Jesus.
I wish you all a happy and hope-filled Christmas.

John
*********************
Celebrating Princes Street URC’s Bicentenary
Several of our members attended morning worship on Sunday 1st December
to join with members of Princes Street URC and members of other churches
in our group and local
dignitaries to celebrate
their 200th
Anniversary.
The service was led by
Revd John Potter and
Revd Bruno Boldrini
and the preacher was
Revd Nigel Uden,
(centre of photo) coModerator of General
Assembly.
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Photos by Revd John Potter

Autumn Fair
Thank you everyone who helped at this event, when a grand total of
£852.69 was raised! Special thanks to Elizabeth for all she did this
year. We would also like to thank the local businesses who donated
items for the raffle and for the various stalls.
The hotly-contested beanbag game went to a play off between Ian,
Kenny and Brian and the final winner was Brian Courtney. Becky
Brown won the junior prize. Well done Brian and Becky!
The amounts raised by individual stalls and donations were:
Tombola
Refreshments
Cakes
Raffle
Plants
Gifts
Books
Groceries
Bric-a-Brac
Game
Donations

£117.00
£76.95
£87.50
£80.00
£76.34
£127.40
£50.75
£55.82
£41.73
£12.00
£107.20

Total

£852.69
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Flower Rota
1 December
8 December
15 December
22 December
29 December

Joint Service at Princes Street URC
(First Sunday of Advent)
Sheila Eaglen
Pat Marshall
Marian Morgan
Netta Darkins

5 January
12 January
19 January
26 January

Netta Darkins
Irene Fitches
Kenny Eaglen
Carole Shildrake

If you can help by giving a donation or supplying flowers, there
are vacant dates in February available. Your contributions this
year have been very much appreciated.
* * * * * * * * * * * ** * *
The following friends have received gifts of flowers from the
Communion Table:
Jan Wright; Sheila Eaglen; Alison Bowles; Revd Mary
Cousins; Revd Rosemary Tusting; Mike Hallam; Sonia Wood
and Ann Scott

Netta has thanked everyone and, on behalf of all of us who attend
church or have been recipients of the flowers on a Sunday, I would like
to thank Netta for all she does during the year to make sure we are able
to enjoy the arrangements provided every Sunday. We are so grateful to
you, Netta.
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Sheila Eaglen would like to thank Netta very much for the flowers given to
her recently. They lasted two weeks and were very much appreciated.
***********
I would like to add my thanks to Netta for giving me the flowers last month.
They were a beautiful colour and brightened up the room. It was a lovely
thought.
************
Our friends at Wroxham and Hoveton URC have asked us to publicise the
following event:
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During a recent Coffee Morning, Mike Hallam entertained us with stories of
his adventures travelling around Norfolk. The following is an account of one
of his days out. More please Mike!............

“On The Buses”
The long hot days of mid-Summer may now seem a distant memory, but one
such day was memorable. Let me tell you about it.
My wife was busy that day, but I fancied a day at the seaside. Sheringham
appealed. It would be cooler there and the buses are frequent and, for
Pensioners, free. What was there not to like?
I got to Norwich bus station and, before long, the Sheringham double-decker
arrived. The odd thing was, before long, I began to feel even hotter. I was on
the upper-deck, with all windows open, but gasping. Global warming? No the heating duct was blasting out hot air! It transpired that the driver (who had
but poor English) did not know how to correct the issue. Worse was to
follow. As we sped toward the coast the bus swung from side to side
alarmingly. With some relief we arrived at our first major stop, Cromer.
As this point our driver walked around, with his mobile, gesticulating wildly.
He then announced that there would be a delay as the engine had overheated. I
felt that a sharp exit was called for - the delights of Cromer appealed. Later
and after a wander about town I got the splendid little “Coast Hopper” to
Sheringham. My problems seemed over - they were not!
Sheringham was cooler with the sea a sapphire blue. I enjoyed my customary
crab sandwich and later an ice cream. Time passed and I made my way back
to the bus stop. A crowd of close on 70 people were waiting! But, no problem,
as an empty double-decker, Norwich bound, pulled in. Then, the “fun”
started!
All seats being occupied, one frail old man stretched out prone across two
seats. Two ladies nearby remonstrated with him and got a torrent of verbal
abuse. Whether by accident or design, they, upset, got off at the next stop.
Cool, English reserve prevailed, with all others looking out or chatting away
unconcerned. But I, having my reputation to preserve (as one who will cross
the road to have an argument) spoke to the man about his behaviour. He then
turned his wrath on me. I was “a terrorist” - the UK was rubbish, Norfolk
ditto, this bus ditto. He had come back from Australia which was paradise. At
this point I told the bus driver about it. At the next stop he stood and said that
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“any person” causing such abuse would be put off the bus. Our friend then
turned his ire upon the driver, on and on he ranted, non stop.
As we arrived back at Cromer the driver got off and rang the Police on his
mobile. Time passed and no-one came. He started the engine when a Police car
pulled up, in front of us. The man went up followed by two Police. (Some wise
folk had got off). Long delay. The driver then announced that we were to get
out onto another double-decker right behind. We did.
So did our man!! Followed by the Police and more Police - all gone upperdeck! Unbelievable (was I dreaming?).
After more delay, yet another bus (marked “Out of Service”) came behind. We
got on board, leaving our friend and half a dozen Police on the pavement.
The rest of the three-hour long journey (scheduled one hour) was all calm. I am
still taking the tablets!
Mike Hallam
*************************

Church Christmas Card
If you would like to send Christmas greetings to
other church members and donate to a charity at
the same time, please add your greetings to our
large Christmas card. This year the charity chosen
to receive any money collected is ‘The Nook Appeal’, which is raising money for a new purpose-built hospice in the heart of
Norfolk. Their vision is to transform children’s palliative care in Norfolk and
North Suffolk, replacing their current hospice in Quidenham.

Communion Collection
The communion collections in January and February
will be in aid of the East Anglian Air Ambulance
This vital service exists to save lives by delivering
highly skilled doctors and critical care paramedics
by air or car to seriously ill or injured people in the region. They are a lifesaving charity that is only kept airborne thanks to its supporters.
9

The next ‘Fairland Flicks’presentations are:
Wednesday 11th December at 1.30pm for 2pm

‘‘Aladdin’
Starring Will Smith and Mena Massoud
From Disney comes the thrilling and vibrant liveaction adaptation of the animated classic Aladdin,
the exciting tale of the charming street rat Aladdin,
the self-determined Princess Jasmine and the Genie
who may be the key to their future. Aladdin
features an all-star cast including Will Smith as the
larger-than-life Genie, Mena Massoud as the clever
scoundrel Aladdin and Naomi Scott as Jasmine, the
beautiful, courageous princess of Agrabah.

Wednesday 8th January at 1pm for 1.30pm

‘Yesterday’
Starring Himesh Patel, Lily James and Ed Sheeran
Jack Malik was just another struggling songwriter...but that was yesterday. After a mysterious
blackout, Jack discovers he is the only person on
earth who remembers The Beatles! As he rockets to
fame by passing off the Fab Four’s songs as his
own, Jack risks losing Ellie – the one person who
has loved him and believed in him from the start.
Before the door to his old life closes forever, Jack
must decide if all he needs is love, after all.

Refreshments served during the interval
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December/January/February
1 December
8 December
15 December
22 December
29 December

Joint Service at Princes Street URC led by Revd Nigel
Uden Co-Moderator of General Assembly
Mr Robert Odgen
Revd John Potter
Revd Paul Whittle
Service led by members

5 January
12 January
19 January
26 January

Revd Daphne Lloyd (includes Holy Communion)
Revd John Potter
Revd Robin Pagan
Mr Steve Dawson (tbc)

2 February

Revd Martin Camroux (includes Holy Communion)

******************************************

Volunteers needed please
Kenny is looking for new volunteers to help with duties on a Sunday. This
involves arriving in time to welcome people as they arrive at church, giving
out the hymn books, organising the collection of the offertory and putting the
books away after the service. There are already a few people on this rota but
it would be helpful to have a few more names on the list.
We are also very short of volunteers to help with the teas and coffees after
the service. Jill organises this rota and would love to have some new names
on her list. We understand that some people are unable to help for various
reasons but maybe you could contribute in another way by supplying coffee,
tea or biscuits - Fairtrade, if possible. Please speak to Jill if you would like
more details. Thank you.
****************************************
Courtesy of Princes Street URC’s newsletter, here is a thought for the New
Year………
Treasure the smiles, good times and memories
Leave behind the disappointments, hard times and enemies
Hold onto faith, hope and beliefs
And may your New Year be filled with
Love, Joy and Peace!
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Dates for your Diaries
Details of these events can be found within the newsletter

December
2 December (10-12)
2 December (2.30)
6 December (10-1.30)
9 December (10-12)
9 December (2.30)
11 December (1 for 1.30)
13 December (10-1.30)
16 December (10-12)
16 December (2.30)
18 December
20 December (10-1.30)
23 December (10-12)
27 December (10-1.30)
30 December (10-12)
January
3 January (10-1.30)
6 January (10-12)
8 January (1 for 1.30)
10 January (10-1.30)
13 January (10-12)
15 January (10-11.30)
17 January (10-1)
20 January (10-12)
24 January (10-1.30)
27 January (10-12)
29 January (10-12)
31 January (10-1.30)

‘Monday Monday’ Café (Church Centre)
Advent Group
Pabulum Café (Church Centre)
‘Monday Monday’ Café (Church Centre)
Advent Group
Fairland Flicks ‘Aladdin’
Singing Café (Church Centre)
‘Monday Monday’ Café (Church Centre)
Advent Group
Browick School Assemby (Church Centre)
Pabulum Café (Church Centre)
‘Monday Monday’ Café (Church Centre)
Pabulum Café (Church Centre)
‘Monday Monday’ Café (Church Centre)
Pabulum Café (Church Centre)
‘Monday Monday’ Café (Church Centre)
Fairland Flicks ‘Yesterday’
Pabulum Café (Church Centre)
‘Monday Monday’ Café (Church Centre)
Discussion Group
Singing Café (Church Centre)
‘Monday Monday’ Café (Church Centre)
Pabulum Café (Church Centre)
‘Monday Monday’ Café (Church Centre)
Monthly Coffee Morning (Church Centre)
Pabulum Café (Church Centre)

Items for inclusion in February/March newsletter (to be available
on 2 February) should be given to Ann Scott by 27 January please.
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